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(57) A television companion device (TCD) is a de- 
vice comprising a communication transceiver capable 
of receiving a signal from a television set, the signal hav- 
ing one or more types of information split from a broad- 
cast signal received by the television set and an output 
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the types of information. This device enables the per- 
sonal viewing of information selected specifically for the 
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mation displayed cn each individual TCD may be video 
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The device may also comprise an input that sends one 
or more messages through the communication trans- 
ceiver to the television, thereby allowing the viewer to 
send requests for information to the television or send 
messages to other television companion devices. 
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